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PROJECT DETAILS

Major retailer and leading UK brand The John Lewis Partnership celebrated its 150th 

Anniversary in 2014. Now a multi-billion pound business, the Partnership was keen to 
re-publish the now out-of-print works of its founder, John Spedan Lewis, as part of the 
anniversary celebrations. The project required archive copies of the original printed books 
to be dis-bound, scanned, digitised, re-designed, printed and bound. The finished titles were 
also required as ebook publications.

Few supply companies offer such a wide range of services all under one roof, but Riley 
Dunn & Wilson is just such a company, with extensive experience in delivering complex 
and time critical heritage and presentation projects on time and to agreed budgets.
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DIGITISATION, EDITORIAL AND DESIGN

The project consisted of three titles written by John Spedan Lewis and printed more than 
half a century ago – Partnership For All, Fairer Shares and Retail Trading – all of which were 
to be re-published as ebooks. The main titles, Partnership For All and Fairer Shares were 
also required as re-designed, digitally printed, hard copy books. These books were written 
to inform the thinking behind the economic model and practical benefit of partnership 
involvement in business and particularly the retail sector.

In order to capture the text, the books were dis-bound by our skilled bindery workers 
and scanned at high resolution in preparation for processing with an OCR (Optical 
Character Recognition) engine. Although the output from OCR is extremely accurate, the 
varying print quality of the originals meant that Riley Dunn & Wilson also carried out a 
thorough editorial and proofreading service. Once complete, the resulting output text files 
were typeset by one of RDW’s in-house designers, Dawn Cockcroft, to a new and modern 
format and style in agreement with the client.  
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DIGITAL PRINTING AND BOOKBINDING

After completing the arduous and complex task of digitisation, proofreading and design, 
final print files were produced ready for printing. The digital print production team then 
arranged to print 300 copies of the main titles.

The printing was carried out on Riley Dunn & Wilson’s flagship Konica Minolta 8000 
and 951 production presses and printed on 100 gsm Book Wove paper.

The pages were sewn and the book was bound as a paperback, with a full colour, 
laminated cover.
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OTHER PRESENTATION PRODUCTS

The John Lewis Partnership had arranged an in-house design competition for the 
new book covers and the winning member of staff won an all-expenses day out at the 
impressive Riley Dunn & Wilson printing and binding studios in Huddersfield. He was also 
presented with a mounted, framed print of the book covers as a memento of the day which  
was produced as part of the range of heritage products available to customers of Riley Dunn 
& Wilson.

The books were successfully re-published to much acclaim and the ebooks were also 
published on the John Lewis Partnership intranet.

Another successful project for the UK’s leading heritage and presentation company, 
Riley Dunn & Wilson.
 
For further information and enquiries please contact:

Brian Lynch
Senior Manager, Heritage and Presentation Services
Tel: 01324 621591
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