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PROJECT DETAILS

The original Crichel Estate book dates back to the 1770s and is a record of the lands and 
buildings of the estate at that time. The original is handwritten by a trained scribe and 
the maps are delicately drawn in coloured inks onto a thick vellum material. The finished 
book contains over 500 pages with numerous foldout maps and is bound in red leather with 
tooling and intricate hand finishing. The finished book is held together with brass clasps in 
a purpose built box.

Sadly, over the years the book has deteriorated in condition so that the pages no longer 
lie flat and the binding is severely worn. Due to its poor condition the book cannot be 
readily and safely accessed by researchers and is kept for safety at Dorchester Registry Office 
in Dorset.

 The project requirement was to digitise the original book and create a high resolution, 
electronic, colour version which could be used for reprinting a high quality limited edition.
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HOW RILEY DUNN & WILSON COMPLETED THE PROJECT

The Crichel Estate map book represented a complex and challenging project even for a 
company like Riley Dunn & Wilson, and not only because of the fragile and frail nature 
of the original book. The vellum material in the original had warped and distorted quite 
considerably over time and it was not possible to flatten the pages, so this presented 
difficulties in terms of digitisation. Added to which, much of the original ink had faded and 
in some cases showthrough from adjacent pages was evident.

 After careful consideration and analysis, one of the lead technicians, Aaron Stainforth, 
carefully prepared the scanning settings on a Plustek OpticPro A320 Flatbed A3 scanner 
in our digitisation studio with non-direct ambient daylight, scanning at a resolution of 
600 dots per inch. After minor colour correction and density setting adjustments in Adobe 
Photoshop the pages were sent to press proofing.
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DIGITAL PRINTING

The proofs were printed by an experienced print operator, Janet Dyson. As well as being 
one of the most skilled bindery staff, Janet has been the main printing specialist since 
Riley Dunn & Wilson first installed digital printing equipment over seven years ago. She 
is very familiar with printing a wide range of professional quality heritage, art and history 
publications to very high standards on different papers.

The proofs were officially approved and Janet proceeded to print twelve copies for 
individual hand binding in three different styles by a specialist binding team. The digital files 
are securely stored on a robust computer server so that approved staff can easily locate the 
electronic files and print more copies on request at short notice.
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FINE LEATHER BINDING

The printed sheets were checked carefully against the original edition (which was securely 
stored in a locked, fireproof safe for the duration of the project) and once approved were 
released to the binding team of Norman Milne, Simon Thomson and Ian Wright, three of 
Riley Dunn & Wilson’s most experienced and expert hand bookbinders and part of the 
team that comprises Europe’s largest privately owned hand bindery and conservation studio.

Working with top quality leather and marbled papers the binding team in Falkirk 
soon made a start on the project under the watchful eye of their senior manager, Colin 
McArthur. The printed sheets were hand folded, collated and sewn and the leather covers 
hand pared. The cases were carefully constructed using the pared leather, library buckram 
and high quality millboards and finished with fine gold foil blocking, head and tail bands 
and silk ribbon markers. The book blocks were cased in and finally presented in hand crafted 
presentation boxes ready for despatch to the individual subscribers.

Another successful heritage project completed by Riley Dunn & Wilson, the UK’s 
leading heritage presentation company.
 
For further information and enquiries please contact:

Brian Lynch
Senior Manager, Heritage and Presentation Services
Tel: 01324 621591
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